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1. YOU WILL HAVE SEEN HERMANN EILTS' REPORT (CAIRO 10528) 

ON FAHMY’S DISAPPOINTMENT THAT WE HAVE NOT AS YET TAKEN 
FIRM ACTION WITH KING HUSSEIN TO BREAK UP THE SYRIAN- 
JORDANIAN COMMON FRONT THAT HAS DEVELOPED. 

2. SUBSTANTIVELY, THREE POINTS STAND OUT IN MY MIND: 

A. WE MADE A MAJOR EFFORT IN THA CONTEXT OF THE HAWK EX- 
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CHANGES TO PERSUADE THE JORDANIANS TO MAKE A POSITIVE PUB- 
LIC STATEMENT ON THE SINAI AGREEMENT. THEY SAID THEY 
COULD SPEAK POSITIVELY ABOUT THE U.S. ROLE BUT WOULD HAVE 
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TO EXPRESS RESERVATIONS ABOUT SUBSTANCE OF AGREEMENT. 
THEY, LIKE SYRIA, ARE SUSPICIOUS THAT THEY WILL BE LEFT 
OUT OF THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND THEY ARE GENERALLY 
SUSPICIOUS OF EGYPT. THEY WOULD SAY THEIR OPPOSITION TO 
SINAI II WILL DIMINISH WHEN IT IS DEMONSTRATED THAT A 
CONTINUATION OF THE DIPLOMATIC PROCESS CAN BE BUILT ON 
THE FOUNDATION IT PROVIDES. JORDAN, MOREOVER, SEES 
ADVANTAGES IN THE CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH SYRIA THAT GOES 

BEYOND THE COMMON ATTITUDE TOWARD SINAI II, THOUGH THE 
LATTER IS CERTAINLY AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION. THUS IT 
SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT WE COULD DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN SYRIA 
AND JORDAN IF WE WANTED TO-CERTAINLY NOT WITHOUT A SHOW- 
DOWN. 

B. WE ARE DOING WHAT WE CAN WITH SAUDI ARABIA AND ALGERIA 
TO EXPLAIN THAT SINAI II IS A BUILDING BLOCK AND NOT A 
STOPPING PLACE. 

C. OUR MAIN EFFORT TO TURN SYRIA AROUND WILL HAVE TO COME 
IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR NEXT DIPLOMATIC MOVES. HUSSEIN HAS 
SAID HE WOULD DO WHAT HE COULD TO URGE MODERATION. 

3. IN SHORT, I THINK WE ARE IN A POSITION WHERE WE MUST 
WORK CAREFULLY TO KEEP SYRIA ON A MODERATB COURSE RATHER 
THAN ATTEMPTING A DIRECT EFFORT TO ISOLATE HER. IT IS ONE 
THING FOR EGYPT TO PURSUE THAT OBJECTIVE IN AN ARAB CON- 
TEXT. IT IS ANOTHER FOR US TO ATTEMPT ACTIONS WHICH THE 
ARABS WOULD SEE AS "FURTHER" EFFORTS TO DIVIDE THEM. THERE 
IS A RISK, ALSO, OF OUR BECOMING CAUGHT UP IN THE DISPUTE 
BETWEEN SYRIA AND EGYPT, WHICH HAS SPREAD BEYOND ITS 
ORIGINS IN THE DIFFERENCE OVER SINAI II. 

4. HERMANN IS TODAY ON HIS WAY BACK TO WASHINGTON FOR THE 
LAST FEW DAYS OF PREPARATION FOR THE SADAT VISIT. IN HIS 
ABSENCE, I RECOMMEND THAT WE LEAVE THIS ISSUE IN ABEYANCE 
UNTIL YOUR TALKS WITH FAHMY. YOU HAVE ALREADY SENT ONE 
MESSAGE ON THE SUBJECT. INGERSOLL 
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